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The 1939 film, The Wizard of Oz, makes the point: “there’s no place like home!”  And there isn't.

· “Home” is such a beautiful word.  Home is where we find family and friends.

· Home is where we are comfortable.  It is familiar.  We know our way around.

· When we go travelling, we are glad to be back home.

Jesus did a lot of travelling too; and from time to time, he would return to his home town.

· His relatives were there. The people who knew him as a child growing up were there.

· He knew his way around town.  He would have felt comfortable in his hometown... 

· But things don’t always go the way you would expect.  [READ LUKE 4:14-30]
In the Gospel of Luke, after reporting on Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness (when Jesus fasted for 40 days and had been tempted by the devil), the very next thing that Luke reports is Jesus’ return to Galilee.

Now, the fact is that a lot has happened between Luke 4:13 and Luke 4:14.  Luke doesn’t record any of that. Each of the Gospel writers has a different emphasis.  Each one is trying to portray Jesus in a way that he will relate to their audience.

· The Gospel of John, chapters 1 to 4, reports all sorts of things that Jesus did, that Luke doesn’t report.

· That doesn’t mean there is a problem here… it means that different writers choose, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to write about the different events in Jesus’ life.

· So while Luke goes from verse 13 to verse 14 just like that… in fact, there may very well have been a year’s worth of ministry (in Judea – in the south) happening before verse 14 when he goes back to Galilee (in the north).

By the time Jesus has gone back to Galilee… “news about him [had] spread”.  Word of his life and ministry in the south and reached the ears of the people in the north, in Galilee, the whole countryside.

· And one of the first things that Jesus does in Galilee is he goes to the synagogue.  In fact, everywhere that Jesus went, he always went to the synagogue any day, but especially on the Sabbath.

· The synagogues were important in the lives of the Jews.

· Wherever there were 10 or more Jewish men, there could be a synagogue.

· The synagogue was the centre of the action.  There were often daily events there; teachings; prayers, scriptures, songs.

· The synagogue is also where the local court was held.  They didn’t have judges, they had elders and the elders would listen and decide between people if there was an issue.

Each synagogue would have a leader who would be responsible for inviting or allowing a guest to speak… and as Jesus made his way to Nazareth, on the Sabbath, he did what he had been doing all along; which had become very natural for him – he went to the synagogue.

Imagine the scene.  The room is packed; this was the hometown boy who came back. This was his home.  This is where he grew up.  This is where he learned carpentry.  This is where he had sat and listened to others speak in the Synagogue. Everyone knew him and by now, they had heard stories about him….

· Stories about how he had gown down to Judea.  He had turned water into wine. He had done miracles. He had brought hope and salvation to Nicodemus…. 

· No doubt that word had got around.

· So when Jesus comes back, after a year or so of ministering throughout Judea, he comes back to Nazareth, I can imagine that the synagogue was packed with all sorts of people who were curious.

· What would their hometown boy have to say?  I can imagine there was quite a bit of a stir.

So Jesus goes into the synagogue and is invited to read and to speak.  He’s given the scroll of the prophet Isaiah; which he reads a portion.  But before the day was over, the people were ready to kill him!

· Imagine that!  Talk about a short “honeymoon” period.  That didn’t take long.

· One minute, “Yay, Jesus… come and participate in our worship service.”  Ten minutes later, “we’re going to kill you.”  Ah yes…. not exactly a very warm welcome.

What exactly is going on?  What’s the problem?  What did Jesus say that offended the people so much?

Let’s take a look.  Jesus starts off well.  He reads from Isaiah 61, verses 1 and 2; and what a beautiful passage of scripture it is.  [re-read] This was the hope of the people.  They were waiting, looking, with great anticipation… longing for the Messiah.

· The Messiah would come; he would fix things.  He would make things right.

· Bind up the brokenhearted, freedom for captive, release for prisoners…

· It would be the “day of the Lord's favor”.

In the Jewish life, God had established something called “the year of jubilee”. 

· Every 50 years, all debts would be cancelled.  All property would return to the original owner.  All prisoners would be set free. It was the year of jubilee.

· Imagine that…. no matter how much you accumulated…. at the 50 year mark, everything goes back to where it was.  You might not like that (if you had a lot accumulated) or you might really like it (if you were in great debt)…  Every 50 years, all things would be restored back to the way they were. “reset”.

· And spiritually speaking, the people were awaiting their Messiah to come who would set things right.

· That’s the portion of scripture that Jesus read.

After Jesus finished reading this, Jesus handed back the scroll – which, by the way, was taken care of by someone whose job it was to look after the scrolls in the synagogue.  In fact, taking care of the scrolls was so serious, that the job requirements were pretty high.

· He had to be without reproach, his family without reproach.  He had to be humble, modest.  He had to know the Scriptures. He had to be neat and tidy. All this to look after scrolls. The standards were high.

· Jesus gives this guy back the scroll and then sits down… so far so good… 

· … and then he said something that stirred the people even more.

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21).  It took them a while to figure that one out.

What Jesus is essentially saying is that here today, here & now, in your midst, the Messiah has come.

· While on the one hand, the people were amazed at the way Jesus was able to speak… Jesus knew they had questions too... they were going to want proof.

· Sure, they had heard what he had done in Capernaum.  Sure they had heard how he had performed miracles… but they wanted to see it themselves.  They wanted proof.  Give me the proof and then we’ll take you seroiusly.

· In fact, the claims Jesus made were so “out there" so beyond their imagination... that they could come to only one conclusion...

· This hometown man was not only a great talker; he was a great blasphemer. He couldn’t be Messiah.

· They became furious… they wanted to haul him out of town, and throw him off a cliff.

The people were offended...  THEY were poor and blind, they were spiritually oppressed. They were prisoners (held captive) to sin..., and he had come to set them free.  This was their spiritual jubilee.

What was true then, is still true today.  Nothing has really changed.

· The truth is; we all are held captive to sin.  We are all poor and blind and spiritually oppressed.

· Whether you admit it or not; whether you realize it or not, every one of us needs to experience the “year of jubilee”.  Every one of us needs to be set free from the debt, the enormous debt that we cannot possibly pay back on our own… but Jesus can and Jesus did.

· By nature; we are poor.  Without the guidance and enlightenment through the Holy Spirit, we are spiritually blind, groping around in the dark.  Without the Holy Spirit’s help, we don’t even know who God is or how to reach him. But in his grace, God reveals himself to us.  He comes to us.

· Sin presses against us on every side.  You know it.  You’ve experienced it and so have I.

· The world and its pleasures press against us, whispers in our ears, entices us to fulfill the desires of our sinful nature.  That’s the mess we are in… just like the people Jesus was speaking to in Nazareth.

The good news is that Jesus came for people like you and like I.   [Read Isiaah 61:1-2]

· Jesus has come for us; to offer us freedom.

· He comes to release us from darkness. He comes to bring us out of the path that leads to death and bring us to life.  Jesus said, “I have come that you may have life…”  That’s his desire for you.

Two options:  You can embrace him… or you can run him out of town.

